Comprehending a text successfully is influenced by many factors. Texts will be easier to comprehend if learners are able to identify these essential factors. This study was aimed at recognizing the effect of using prior knowledge in economics and cohesion devices in comprehending business English texts. The research was conducted in Faculty of Economics and Business, Perbanas Institute -Jakarta. 75 students as respondents were selected using two stage cluster random sampling. Then three tests for all variables were given to the respondents. The data was used for analysis using SPSS multiple regression analysis. The result revealed that (1) prior knowledge in economics significantly influenced reading comprehension in business English text (2) the mastery of cohesion devices significantly influenced reading comprehension in business English texts (3) simultaneously both prior knowledge in economics and cohesion device mastery significantly influenced reading comprehension in business English texts.
Introduction
Prior knowledge has been widely discussed as an important factor in studying. It it is an essential element in gaining new knowledge. 
Research Questions
From the above identification of problems, research questions are as follow.
1. Does prior knowledge in economics help students comprehend business English texts succesfully?
2. Does cohesion device mastery help students comprehend business English texts successfully? 3. Simultaneously, will both prior knowledge in economics and cohesion devices mastery help students in comprehending business texts?
Purpose of the Study
This research is aimed at recognizing how prior knowledge in economics and cohesion devices affect students in comprehending business
English texts, either partially or simultaneously.
Scope of the Study
The research will focus on prior knowledge in economics as external factor and cohesion devices as an internal factor in the text. Both are as independent variables. As the dependent variable is reading comprehension in Business English text.
Significance of the Study
This study has some beneficial outcomes:
1. It provides ways for students to comprehend the English business texts successfully. (Nuttal, 982:89) .
Furthermore, Cook (1990:14) defined cohesion devices as a formal tie between sentences and paragraphs.
In more details, Nunan categorized cohesion into grammatical cohesion which covers references, substitution, ellipsis, and conjunction.
Then, the second is lexical cohesion which consists of reiteration and collocation.
References occurs when a word can not be semantically 
Reading Comprehension
The teaching of reading comprehension is developing.
Educators said that the failure in involving the linguistic meaning of a text to culture-specific knowledge in term of prior knowledge will not maximize the reading comprehension mastery. Concept of background knowledge has argued that reading is a passive activity. In fact, in reading a text, students must actively involve the guessing, predicting, checking, and evaluating activities (Grellet, 1990:8 
Findings and Discussion
Based on the results of the tests given to the students, then the data were analysed by using SPSS-linear multiple regression. The data was reported in the tables below. 
Ordinary Least Squares regression (OLS)
To finds out the effect of prior knowledge in economics (X1)and cohesion devices (X2) as independent variables on students' comprehension in understanding English business text (Y), multiple regression test was used to analyse the data. 
Discussion
The results indicate that both 
Limitation
There are some limitation occur in this research. The details are as follow: 
Suggestion
In the light of the results of the research, some suggestions will be offered in the following. The fourth, in Perbanas
Institute case, English for specific purpose will be better if it is offered after students take the subjects related to economic background knowledge.
The fifth, instructors' prior knowledge in economics may have an effect on student performance. Hence, the economic knowledge of lecturers who are mostly from language disciplines should be continously enhanced.
